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" 2. The true reason for not prosecuting it may be want of good evidence, which really will be wanting.
" 3. They have no reason to examine why the Government does or does not prosecute after an information is laid.
"All this while I will complain loudly of the oppression, I will petition (I mean in print) to be brought to trial, and shall have abundant room to expose them for attacking me in a thing they cannot make out; and thus the pretence of being protected by your Lordship or the Ministry will be quite taken away.
" If there is any defect in this scheme which I cannot foresee, I humbly refer it to your wisdom ; the reason of my proposing it is purely to disappoint them in that part of their malicious design which is pointed at your Lordship's person and administration. For there is no doubt but having a full stop put to their rage by your authority would be much more for my safety as well as reputation, particularly as it would make them cautious of falling upon me again; but I see who this bullet is shot at, and if they do this in the green tree, what would they do in the dry?"1
In the  result, though   Harley was  obliged to
1 Harley Papers^ iii. 284.